VOI BUC TRANH PHAT VA HOA SEN

Birc tranh & bén tdi mdi ngay

Mat Phat

Véi déi mat nham

Va nhizrng canh sen no

Chiéc cau duea t6i t6i nguroi 1a am thanh cia anh sang
Mgt niém tin binh minh

T6i dd vé theo bao nhiéu, bao nhiéu lan
nét vé khudn mdt dy
nhizng canh hoa dy
T6i dd niém khdng ngudi niém tinh tai dy
Ma sao con dwong dé téi Nguoi
Van xa diéu voi
Va hwong thom cua nhirng béng sen
Van lung linh ngoai tam tay toi vdi...
Phdi chang, vi am thanh trong téi, béng t0i?

NGUYEN THI KHANH MINH

WITH A BUDDHA PAINTING AND THE LOTUS FLOWERS

Close to me everyday — the painting

Buddha face

with eyes closing

and lotus petals opening

The bridge takes me to Buddha is the sound of light
A faith dawning

So many many times
| have drawn alongside
the traces of that face
and those lotus petals
| have kept mindful of that peacefulness
Yet still a very long way
on the path to Him | would complete
Yet still away from my hand’s reach
the swaying fragrance of lotus flowers...
Because of a sound inside me, a darkness?

PHAN TAN HAI dich



